From: Rachael Stevie (CD)

To: "Richard Pierson"

Cc: Karl Flaccus; Jeremy Johnston

Subject: SX-21-00009 Pierson - Transmittal of Comments & Request for Cultural Resources Survey

Date: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 2:15:00 PM

Attachments: SE-21-00014 Pierson Transmittal of Comments & Request for Cultural Resources Survey.pdf
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SE-21-00014 Pierson - Comments Combined.pdf

Good afternoon,
Please see attached correspondence regarding your SEPA application.
Please let me know if there are any questions.

Thank you,

Ritwon L,

Planner I

Kittitas County

Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926
509-962-7637

rachael.stevie.cd@co kittitas.wa.us

From: Richard Pierson <EconoForester@msn.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 12:37 PM

To: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Cc: Karl Flaccus <karl@flaccuslaw.com>

Subject: RE: SX-21-00009 Pierson Status?

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links,
open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and
have verified the content is safe.

Could you give me a status report on our application? | notice that
SEPA comments closed recently.

Dick Pierson
252-205-1951
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KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926
CDS@CO.KITTITAS.WA.US
Office (509) 962-7506
“Building Partnerships — Building Communities”

KITTITAS COUNTY

August 10, 2021

Richard Pierson

c/o Ski Tur Valley Maintenance Association
3516 336" St

Federal Way, WA 98001
econoforester@msn.com

RE: Pierson SEPA Application (SE-21-00014) — Transmittal of Comments and Request for Cultural Resources
Survey

Parcel # 328235

Dear Applicants,

Enclosed are the comments received regarding the SEPA Application (SE-21-00014) during the comment period:

July 22, 2021 Kittitas County Fire Marshall — Pat Nicholson

July 26, 2021 Yakama Nation — Jessica Lally

July 26, 2021 Colville Tribes — Aren Orsen

July 27,2021 Kittitas County Public Health — Holly Erdman

July 30, 2021 Kittitas County CDS — Building — Mike Flory

August 2, 2021 Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife — Scott Downes

August 5, 2021 Kittitas County Public Works — Planning Review Team

August 5, 2021 Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation — Sydney Hanson
August 6, 2021 United States Fish & Wildlife — Judy Neibauer

Please review all comments and notify me of any questions. Feel free to respond to any comments submitted by
Spm on September 14, 2021.

In addition, pursuant to Kittitas County Shoreline Master Program (SMP) 5.1(B)(1)(a), your project was sent to the
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and the affected Tribes for review.

The Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Yakama Nation and Colville Tribes all requested an
Archaeological Survey be completed for their further review of the site. KCC 17B.05.010(B)(c)(iii) states that an
Archaeological Survey will be required if:
i.  DAHP and an affected Native American tribe timely comment through the above cultural resources
review process (or concurrent permitting or environmental review process, if applicable), and both DAHP
and the affected Native American tribe request that an archaeological survey be completed due to a
professional archaeologist’s determination that the project area is in an area that is at high-risk for the
presence of archaeological resources (e.g. in an area with high-risk soil deposit types such as historic
high-energy soil deposits, or soils with multiple depositional contexts).

The requests from DAHP, Yakama Nation and Colville Tribes are attached. Please work with them to complete the
Survey. Once this is done, we will continue processing your application.

If you have any questions regarding this matter, I can be reached by e-mail at rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us.

COMMUNITY PLANNING ® BUILDING INSPECTION ® PLAN REVIEW ® ADMINISTRATION ® PERMIT SERVICES ®* CODE ENFORCEMENT
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Sincerely,

ekl LATIS,

Rachael Stevie

Planner I

Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N Ruby St # 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926

cc: Karl Flaccus, other contact person
Jeremy Johnston, Planning Official

via email
via email










From: Pat Nicholson

To: Rachael Stevie (CD)

Subject: RE: SE-21-00014 Pierson - Notice of Application
Date: Thursday, July 22, 2021 8:13:14 AM
Attachments: image003.png

| have no commments

Patrick Nicholson

Fire Marshal

Kittitas County

411 N Ruby St, Suite 2
Ellensburg WA 98926
(509) 899-3554 (Cell)
(509) 962-7000 (Office)

pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 8:00 AM

To: Pat Nicholson <pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Ryan McAllister
<ryan.mcallister@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long
<long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik <julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire
<toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox <jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey
<patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader <candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakima Nation -
Jessica <jessica@yakama.com>; Yakima Nation - J Marvin <jmarvin@yakama.com>; Yakama Nation -
Enviromental Review <enviroreview@yakama.com>; SEPA Unit <sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov>; DOE - gcle
<gcle4b61@ecy.wa.gov>; White, Lori (ECY) <lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov;
WDFW - Scott Downes <scott.downes@dfw.wa.gov>; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson
<jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW) <Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; 'SEPA
(DAHP)' <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; James E Brooks Library - Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E
Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>; Mike Flory <mike.flory@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jeremy
Larson <jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Steph Mifflin <stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mau,
Russell E (DOH) <Russell. Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>; brietta.carter@dph.wa.gov; rivers@dnr.wa.gov;
shane.early@dnr.wa.gov; sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov; Allison Kimball
(brooksideconsulting@gmail.com) <brooksideconsulting@gmail.com>; (tribune@nkctribune.com)
<tribune@nkctribune.com>; Terry Hamberg <terry@nkctribune.com>; Megan Woodruff
<mwoodruff@kvnews.com>; legals@kvnews.com; deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil; Hendrix, Leah
D <lhendrix@usbr.gov>; mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil; Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil;
Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV; simonettam@eastonsd.org; Jay Wiseman
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From: Jessica Lally

To: Rachael Stevie (CD)

Cc: Corrine Camuso; Casey Barney; Hanson, Sydney (DAHP)
Subject: Re: SE-21-00014 Pierson - Notice of Application

Date: Monday, July 26, 2021 11:09:02 AM

Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

Hi Rachael,

This appears to be a second notice regarding the SMP | just emailed you about? The map looks
like the same that was attached to both. This area is high probability. Yakama Naiton requests
cultural survey.

Thank you.

Jessica Lally

Yakama Nation Archaeologist
Cultural Resources Program
509-865-5121 x4766

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 8:00 AM

To: Pat Nicholson; Ryan McAllister; Kim Dawson; George Long; Julie Kjorsvik; Toni Berkshire; Jesse
Cox; Holly Erdman; Lisa Lawrence; Patti Stacey; Candie Leader; Jessica Lally; John Marvin;
Environmental Review; SEPA Unit; DOE - gcle; White, Lori (ECY); formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov;
WDFW - Scott Downes; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW); 'SEPA (DAHP)'; James E
Brooks Library - Jorgenja; James E Brooks Library - Nelmsk; Mike Flory; Jeremy Larson; Steph Mifflin;
Mau, Russell E (DOH); brietta.carter@dph.wa.gov; rivers@dnr.wa.gov; shane.early@dnr.wa.gov;
sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov; Allison Kimball (brooksideconsulting@gmail.com);
(tribune@nkctribune.com); Terry Hamberg; Megan Woodruff; legals@kvnews.com;
deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil; Hendrix, Leah D; mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil;
Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil; Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV; simonettam@eastonsd.org; Jay
Wiseman (JWiseman@SnoqualmiePassFireRescue.org); Jessica Lally; Noah Oliver; Corrine Camuso;
Kate Valdez; 'Guy Moura (HSY)'; 'steve@snoqualmietribe.us'; 'SEPA (DAHP)'; 'Aren Orsen (HSY)';
kdkistler@bpa.gov; klarned @fs.fed.us; 'Jacob Prilucik'

Cc: Jeremy Johnston; Kelly Bacon (CD); Jeremiah Cromie
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The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
History/Archaeology Program (509) 634-2693
P.O. Box 150, Nespelem, WA 99155 FAX: (509) 634-2694

26 July 2021

Rachael Stevie

Planner |

Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 Ruby St. Suite 2

Ellensburg, WA 98926

RE: Pierson Shoreline Exemption SX-21-00009, SE-21-00014
Dear Rachael Stevie,

Thank you for your letters of 22 July, 2021 regarding Shoreline Exemption Permitting SX-21-
00009 — Pierson and SEPA checklist SE-21-00014.

Please be advised that the proposed undertaking lies within the traditional territories of the
Wenatchi Tribe, one of twelve constituent tribes of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation (Colville Confederated Tribes [CCT]), which is governed by the Colville Business
Council (CBC). The CBC has delegated to the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) the
responsibility of representing the CCT with regard to cultural resources management issues
throughout the traditional territories of all of the constituent tribes under Resolution 1996-29.
This area includes parts of eastern Washington, northeastern Oregon, the Palus (Palouse)
territory in Idaho, and south central British Columbia.

Regarding the SEPA checklist (SE-21-00014) for this project: the answers given in Section
B.13.a-d are inadequate to accurately assess this project’s impacts on historic and cultural
preservation. For example, under section B.13.b., no professional studies are cited that led to a
determination that no cultural features are present. Similarly, section B.13.c. states that
“Historical publications and knowledge” were used as methods to assess potential impacts, with
no examples given. Section B.13.d. also lists no proposed measures to avoid, minimize or
compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance to resources.

Given the extent of ground disturbance proposed, the project’s location in an area that is highly
likely to contain cultural resources, and the lack of any previous cultural resource surveys in the
vicinity, we recommend that a professional cultural resource survey be requested prior to
issuance of the exemption permit, cited in the SEPA checklist, and conducted prior to the
commencement of project activities. Please keep us updated as plans to this effect move forward.

Thank you for consulting with the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation. Please note
that these comments are based on information available to us at the time of the project review.
We reserve the right to revise our comments as information becomes available. If you have any
questions  or  concerns, please contact me at (509) 978-9064  or
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aren.orsen.hsy@colvilletribes.com. If you wish to speak with the THPO, please contact Guy
Moura at (509) 634-2695 or guy.moura@colvilletribes.com.

Sincerely,

Aren Orsen

CCT History/Archaeology
Archaeologist |1

Aren.Orsen.HSY @colvilletribes.com
509-978-9064
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From: Holly Erdman

To: Rachael Stevie (CD)

Cc: Jesse Cox

Subject: RE: SE-21-00014 Pierson - Notice of Application
Date: Tuesday, July 27, 2021 8:57:38 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Rachael,

Public health has no comments or concerns with this application.
Thank you,

Holly Erdman

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 8:00 AM

To: Pat Nicholson <pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Ryan McAllister
<ryan.mcallister@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long
<long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik <julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire
<toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox <jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey
<patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader <candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakima Nation -
Jessica <jessica@yakama.com>; Yakima Nation - J Marvin <jmarvin@yakama.com>; Yakama Nation -
Enviromental Review <enviroreview@yakama.com>; SEPA Unit <sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov>; DOE - gcle
<gcle4b61@ecy.wa.gov>; White, Lori (ECY) <lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov;
WDFW - Scott Downes <scott.downes@dfw.wa.gov>; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson
<jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW) <Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; 'SEPA
(DAHP)' <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; James E Brooks Library - Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E
Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>; Mike Flory <mike.flory@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jeremy
Larson <jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Steph Mifflin <stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mau,
Russell E (DOH) <Russell. Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>; brietta.carter@dph.wa.gov; rivers@dnr.wa.gov;
shane.early@dnr.wa.gov; sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov; Allison Kimball
(brooksideconsulting@gmail.com) <brooksideconsulting@gmail.com>; (tribune@nkctribune.com)
<tribune@nkctribune.com>; Terry Hamberg <terry@nkctribune.com>; Megan Woodruff
<mwoodruff@kvnews.com>; legals@kvnews.com; deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil; Hendrix, Leah
D <lhendrix@usbr.gov>; mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil; Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil;
Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV; simonettam@eastonsd.org; Jay Wiseman
(JWiseman@SnoqualmiePassFireRescue.org) <JWiseman@SnoqualmiePassFireRescue.org>;
'jessica_lally@yakama.com' <jessica_lally@yakama.com>; 'Noah Oliver'
<Noah_oliver@yakama.com>; ‘corrine_camuso@yakama.com' <corrine_camuso@yakama.com>;
'Kate Valdez' <kate@yakama.com>; 'Guy Moura (HSY)' <Guy.Moura@colvilletribes.com>;
'steve@snoqualmietribe.us' <steve@snoqualmietribe.us>; 'SEPA (DAHP)' <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>;
'Aren Orsen (HSY)' <Aren.Orsen.HSY@colvilletribes.com>; kdkistler@bpa.gov; klarned@fs.fed.us;
'Jacob Prilucik' <SCPlanning@wsdot.wa.gov>

Cc: Jeremy Johnston <jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kelly Bacon (CD)
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From: Mike Flory

To: Rachael Stevie (CD)

Subject: RE: SE-21-00014 Pierson - Notice of Application
Date: Friday, July 30, 2021 2:02:53 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Rachael,

CDS Building has no comments for this SEPA.

Best regards,

Michael Flory
Certified Building Official

Kittitas County Community Development Services
411 N Ruby Street Suite 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926

P: 509.933.8222 mike.flory@co.kittitas.wa.us

To schedule inspections: https:
To view permit or inspection status: ttps //co- k|tt|tas-
wa.smartgovcommunity.com/ApplicationPublic/ApplicationHome

To request design criteria / snowloads: https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/cds/building/cgdc-form.aspx

If this is about a Public Records Act request, please go to

http:/www.co kittitas.wa.us/request/default.aspx and fill out a request for public records through
the GovQA portal.

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>

Sent: Thursday, July 22, 2021 8:00 AM

To: Pat Nicholson <pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Ryan McAllister
<ryan.mcallister@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long
<long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik <julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire
<toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox <jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey
<patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader <candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakima Nation -
Jessica <jessica@yakama.com>; Yakima Nation - J Marvin <jmarvin@yakama.com>; Yakama Nation -
Enviromental Review <enviroreview @yakama.com>; SEPA Unit <sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov>; DOE - gcle
<gcle461@ecy.wa.gov>; White, Lori (ECY) <lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov;
WDFW - Scott Downes <scott.downes@dfw.wa.gov>; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson
<jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW) <Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; 'SEPA
(DAHP)' <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; James E Brooks Library - Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E
Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>; Mike Flory <mike.flory@co kittitas.wa.us>; Jeremy
Larson <jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Steph Mifflin <stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mau,
Russell E (DOH) <Russell. Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>; brietta.carter@dph.wa.gov; rivers@dnr.wa.gov;
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From: Downes, Scott G (DFW)

To: Rachael Stevie (CD)

Cc: Richard Pierson; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW); Jeremy Johnston
Subject: RE: SE-21-00014 Pierson - Notice of Application

Date: Monday, August 2, 2021 10:25:08 AM

Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this Shoreline Exemption for SE-21-00014
Pierson. Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) has been in contact with the applicant
during their project proposal development and we wish to share some of the relevant details that
we have provided to the applicant.

1. A Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) permit from WDFW would be needed for this work.

2. Bioengineering consisting of more stream friendly materials such as wood and plants is
preferred over armoring solely with rock.

3. The project location has complexity and Gold Creek is dynamic at this location. While WDFW
cannot require engineering through the HPA permit process, engineering is encouraged to
ensure there are no unintended consequences as a result of the design at the site.

4. There are long-term restoration plans for this reach of Gold Creek. Barbs are considered a
short-term temporary fix for shoreline erosion. This bank protection work should be in
support of the long-term restoration plans which should benefit both restoration of Gold
Creek and the bank stability of streamside residential structures.

Thank you again. We look forward to working further with the county and the applicant on this
project.

Scott

Scott Downes

Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Region 3 Habitat Program

1701 South 24™ Ave
Yakima, WA 98902-5720
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
Office-509-457-9307
Cell-509-607-3578

From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
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KITTITAS COUNTY

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

KITTITAS COUNTY

MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:
DATE:

Community Development Services
Public Works Plan Review Team
August 5, 2021

SUBJECT: SE-21-00014 Pierson

SEPA Application Comments

The project does not propose any alterations to the existing access. There are no additional access
requirements at this time.

A grading permit from Public Works will be required if the project involves grading exceeding
100 cubic yards. Engineered grading plans are required for any grading exceeding 500 cubic
yards of material. This includes the import or export of material needed to construct the
deflection barbs. However, the information in the SEPA checklist is insufficient to determine if a
grading permit is required.

Please provide mitigation for upstream and downstream impacts caused by this project.

A Floodplain Development Permit will be required for this activity. The 100-year floodplain
determined by FEMA was determined utilizing approximate methods and that the spatial
extents of the mapped floodplain conflicts with field conditions. The project site is determined
to be within the Special Flood Hazard Area and will require a floodplain development permit.

The plans provided in the SEPA checklist are not adequate to understand the proposal. In order
to evaluate this project for a floodplain development permit, the applicant will need provide
additional detail about the design: (for example, how many trees will total will be used to
construct the 5 barbs; clarify if 30 feet is the total length; with 22 — 24 feet of length extending
into the stream channel; specify how much rock, the size of rock and the location rock will be
placed; and identify excavation and backfill extents and quantities). The applicant will also need
to provide technical documentation supporting the basis of design.

In order to issue a floodplain development permit, the applicant will need to demonstrate that
the proposal meets KCC 14.08.190 (Anchoring) and 14.08.315 (Standards for filling, grading in
floodplain) requirements. In particular, to meet 14.08.315 requirements, the applicant will need
to demonstrate that the proposal does not increase upstream or downstream flood hazards.

In order to issue a floodplain development permit, we require (per KCC 14.08.100) all necessary
federal, state, and local permits to be obtained.

Please contact Kittitas County Public Works at 509-962-7523 with any questions.
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profect the past, shape the future
Allyson Brooks Ph.D., Director
State Historic Preservation Officer

August 5, 2021

Rachael Stevie

Planner |

Kittitas County

Community Development Services
411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
Ellensburg, WA 98926

In future correspondence please refer to:

Project Tracking Code: 2021-08-05073

Property: Kittitas County_Pierson Bio-engineered Deflection Barb Construction Project (SE-21-
00014)

Re: Survey Requested

Dear Rachael Stevie:

Thank you for contacting the Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and providing documentation
regarding the above referenced project. These comments are based on the information
available at the time of this review and on behalf of the SHPO in conformance Washington State
law. If any federal or state capital funds are associated with this proposal, Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act and Governor’s Executive Order 21-02 respectively apply.
Should additional information become available, our assessment may be revised.

Our statewide predictive model indicates that there is a high probability of encountering cultural
resources within the proposed project area. Further, the scale of the proposed ground disturbing
actions would destroy any archaeological resources present. ldentification during construction is
not a recommended detection method because inadvertent discoveries often result in costly
construction delays and damage to the resource. Therefore, we recommend a professional
archaeological survey of the project area be conducted and a report be produced prior to
ground disturbing activities. This report should meet DAHP’s Standards for Cultural Resource

Reporting.

We also recommend that any historic buildings or structures (45 years in age or older) located
within the project area are evaluated for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places on Historic Property Inventory (HPI) forms. We highly encourage the SEPA lead agency
to ensure that these evaluations are written by a cultural resource professional meeting the SOI
Professional Qualification Standards in Architectural History.

Please note that the recommendations provided in this letter reflect only the opinions of DAHP.
Any interested Tribes may have different recommendations. We appreciate receiving any
correspondence or comments from Tribes or other parties concerning cultural resource issues
that you receive.

State of Washington ¢ Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 48343  Olympia, Washington 98504-8343 « (360) 586-3065
www.dahp.wa.gov
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Please ensure that the DAHP Project
Tracking Number is shared with any hired cultural resource consultants and is attached to any
communications or submitted reports. Please also ensure that any reports, site forms, and/or
historic property inventory (HPI) forms are uploaded to WISAARD by the consultant(s).

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
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Sydney Hanson
Transportation Archaeologist
(360) 280-7563
Sydney.Hanson@dahp.wa.gov

State of Washington ¢ Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
P.O. Box 48343  Olympia, Washington 98504-8343 « (360) 586-3065
www.dahp.wa.gov






From: Neibauer, Judy

To: Rachael Stevie (CD)

Cc: Scott Downes; William R Meyer (DFW); McDowell, Tom
Subject: SEPA Application SE-21-00014-Pierson USFWS Comments
Date: Friday, August 6, 2021 4:53:44 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.

Hi Rachel,
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the SEPA Application: SE-21-00014-
Pierson (Project). The USFWS provides the following comments on the proposed project.

1. The Project is located within Gold Creek. Gold Creek is home to the Bull Trout
(Salvelinus Confluentus), listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) as threatened in
1998 in the Yakima basin, and conterminously in 1999. The Gold Creek Local Population
has a migratory life history. The condition of the population is threatened and limited
habitat is described as a threat to this population. Current numbers of bull trout have
decreased in this and other upper Yakima bull trout populations. It will be important to
understand how the current baseline conditions and future or cumulative effects of this
and other projects may impact this population and as well, relate to other populations
in the Yakima basin bull trout core area.

2. Bull Trout Critical Habitat was finalized and listed in 2010. The Project is located within
Key spawning and rearing critical habitat for the Yakima Basin. Gold Creek contains
spawning, rearing, incubation, foraging, and migrating habitat and is Key refugia for the
Gold Creek Local Population. Connectivity between the Spring, summer, and winter
habitat in Keechelus Lake and fall spawning habitat in Gold Creek is key to its survival.
Any short and/or long term effects to the condition of this critical habitat is of large
concern. We would like to understand impact to the Gold Creek segments of critical
habitat and the overall condition of the Yakima River Critical Habitat Unit (Unit #11).

3. We completed our final bull trout recovery plan in 2015, and coordinate with partners
in developing/implementing the Yakima Basin Bull Trout Action Plan. The restoration of
Gold Creek habitat and its connectivity is a priority recovery project. We also, currently
collaborate with partners in the development of the larger "whole" watershed planning
group for developing restoration actions in Gold Creek. We feel that inserting the
proposed Project may have repercussions to the goals of the more holistic approach to
planning. One goal for the USFWS in participating in the more holistic approach is to try
to develop a plan of actions that reduce or minimize short and long term effects on the
population and critical habitat. We would like to understand how the proposed Project
fits into the more holistic approach that is further developing new stream channel and
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hydrological data. By conducting the project now without appropriate data, and effects
assessments maybe premature or maybe cause further harm to bull trout and critical
habitat.

4. Gold Creek has a number of ongoing threats as identified in the USFWS 2015 Mid-
Columbia Bull Trout Recovery Implementation Plan, and in the 2017 Yakima Basin Bull
Trout Action Plan. Residential development is one threat identified in Gold Creek. There
is currently a need to reduce impacts to the spawning and rearing habitat from
development. Continual bank armoring, roads, etc., are some of the example threats
that go with development. Since the Gold Creek Local Population also suffers from the
threat of limited extent of habitat understanding the effects on the development and
any in-channel work from this proposed Project is important. Because this bull trout
population has such low numbers, is unique in the Yakima Basin by being located at the
headwaters of the Yakima River, and is a population that will likely be expected to
contribute to colonizing and re-founding other watershed habitat, we are concerned
with minimizing any effects whatsoever.

For additional information please review our 2010 Critical Habitat Rule and other threats and
actions outlined in our 2015 Final Recovery Plan in the link provided

at https://www.fws.gov/pacific/bulltrout/Planning.html. We would love to talk more about the
proposed Project and potential effects. Please contact me at 509-665-3508, or Tom McDowell
at 360-951-3756, or either of us at the above emails.

Thanks for the opportunity to provide comments.
Judy Neibauer

U.S Fish & Wildlife Service - Bull Trout - FWS

Bull Trout Coordinator is located in Boise, I[daho and is part of the Pacific Region U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service

Judy Neibauer

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

Consultations Partnership Branch

US Fish&Wildlife Service, Central Washington Field Office

215 Melody Lane, Wenatchee, WA 98801

509-665-3508 ext.2003 (office); During COVID19 my messages will be forwarded to my house

"What was big was not the trout, but the chance." "What was full was not my creel, but my
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memory." Aldo Leopold
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